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Introduction 

Names of 37 agni figure in vedas and sutragranthas. They are:- 
Pavakah, marutah, chandramasah, shobhanah, mangalah, pragalbhah, parthivah, 
shuchih, sabhyah, samudbhavah, suryah, agnih, vaisvanarah, yojakah, shikhi, dhrtih, 
bhavah, brahma, dakshinagnih, ishvarah, vishnuh, vahnih, hutashanah, vidhih, 
sahasah, havyavahah, kavyavahanah, mrudah, varadah, baladah ,krodhah, kamadah, 
dutakah, jataragnih, kravyadah, vadvah and samvartakah. 

All these agnis play important roles in major KARMAs performed during the 
human lifetime:- garbhadana, pumsavana, simanta, jatakarma, namakarana, 
annaprasana, chudakarana, vrtopanayana, godana, kesanta, samavartana, vivaha, 
chaturthikarma, oupasana, garhapatya, srowtayajna, lakshahomah, kotihomah, 
prayaschittah, pakavajnah, shraddhah, purnahutih, shantikarmah, poushtikakarmah, 
aabhichaarikakarmah, vasyakarmah, vanadahah, udarah, shavadaahah and pralaya 
An attempt is made here to enunciate which agni is applicable where, the reasons for 
it and their benefits.We shall discuss the principles and processes ordained by the 
creator, for the benefit of mankind. 

What is the necessity of giving different names to the same fire? In Vedic 
texts, names are not given arbitrarily, but to indicate classification of one general 
principle into various components through a proper method of nomenclature based on 

their functions allilcl). 

Naming a child has important psychological implications that has been 
proved through various studies. Generally, nine parameters are used for nomenclature. 
These are: ljplace of origin, 2)interactive potential, 3)physical characteristics, 
4)beneficence, 5)description of its characteristics in totality, 6)complementarity 
potential, 7)affection, 8)conjugation, 9)heredity or heritage 
(RdlTllr c h<^ u ll'h L llo-cHdJlcHlddl 3TTflhT: \m W*±IWU||«j ^TcT). 
These principles have been used in naming AGNIs also. 

Any perception requires motion (T3RTT ^c;t||^d<H) and all motion generates 

heat. The creation of the universe started with a motion (big bang or big 
bounce). Agni is regarded as the first of the perceived substances after creation and 
hence called the fore-born (STCTofrafofcT- Yaska Niruktam). Also, temperature 
threshold is the first necessary condition for transition state of any chemical 
interaction (3f3J V’^ffiTcT- uflsy IH U 1 ). According to Rigveda 6-69-8, the whole of 
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creation in its various aspects of perception, physical characteristics and interactive 
potential (^TT ^TTfRSfT- cldj: ei1«=hl: 3f^T cnfdlicl Itareyaranyakam ) came into 

being after the outward motion ( Gatih ) from the center of mass of a system 
yi u l:) represented by INDRA (TT ^fts^T yi u i: W k 1 cl : - Satapathabrahmana 6- 
1-1-2) and the corresponding inward motion (BfRlfcT) represented by VISHNU 
(oil|unif?| U[: - c^TF^t, 3TTC3TFJ^ cJT - 

*r£3fcn1?r artful gr- y^r^) tried to dominate 

each other to break the equi-energy state (f^ich) represented by 
BRAHMA ( <H c( TTcfRI kl lcU6l - $1?<H c( TTcfRI y^DToTJT). While unhindered pure 

GATI and pure AAGATI are known as INDRA and VISHNU respectively, the same 
moving through the equilibrium point (thus, getting modified) are known as AGNIH 

("TToU faciei 'tHoi^sdo)^HHI'it<r|) lira"11" Rigveda-1.1.9) and SOMA respectively. Based 

on their degree of deflection (scattering angle), AGNIH exhibits different effects. 
These are characterized by giving them different names. 

The common fire used by humans is called ‘PAAVAKAH’. It literally means 
that which purifies (H<Hl Jlfcl). Since fire burns the impurities and purifies everything, 

it is so-called. It is known that during the fertile period, internal temperature of the 
female body rises than other days and it is the highest during the day of conception. 
The heat necessary for such application (fertilization) is called ‘MAARUTAH’ . It is 
known that in humans, each cell normally contains 23 pairs of chromosomes, making 
a total of 46 chromosomes that are passed from parents to offspring. Each 
chromosome is made of protein and a single molecule of deoxyribonucleic acid 
(DNA) which contains the specific instructions that make each type of living creature 

unique. Of the 49 types of MARUT (TCT - f^RUt Wofl ^PRlTafraTcT - H^TIRTRTRt), 

the first, the middle and the last are not considered as their effect is generalized and 
not perceptible individually. The rest 46 are responsible for creating the 46 
chromosomes. Since they are responsible for creating life, they are collectively so 
named. 

The 23rd pair of chromosomes are two special chromosomes, X and Y, that 
determine sex of the child. Those desiring a male child can follow the technique 

called ‘Punsavanam’(H<HITlBrlS°)<f| Irl), by which process, one X chromosome is 
converted into a Y chromosome. The heat principle necessary for such transformation 
is called ‘CHANDRAMASAH’, because it causes desired changes by modifying the 
confinement within the genes (-cjTcC 3116cH[<^ cTl4rlt fi“). 

The Y chromosome carries a special gene called SRYM which acts on another 
gene called SOX9 to start the development of testes in the embryo. High levels of 
SOX9 gene are required for normal testes development. If there is some disruption to 
SOX9 activity, and only low levels are present, then the testes will not develop 
resulting in a baby with a disorder of sex development. To remove this possibility, a 
special ritual during ‘Punsavanam’, called ‘Sungakarma’ is performed, where the 
medication is prepared and applied to develop SOX9 genes. The heat principle 
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necessary for such application is called SHOBHANAH. It is because, it gives the 
desired result of ensuring a healthy baby (3T3J 

During the sixth or the eight months of the first pregnancy, a special 
application with medication called ‘Seemantah ’ is performed for properly settling the 
bones and other joints of the baby in the womb (3l^<Haljcidl 4 _ >fol<d) 3f3j. 

This is not to be repeated in subsequent pregnancies. The heat principle necessary for 
such application is called MANGALAH because of its beneficence. The heat principle 
necessary during delivery is called PRAGALBHAH, because of the motion involved 

during delivery, also because it holds the life support system during delivery 

Any name is given after considering one or more of nine factors as described 
earlier. The heat principle necessary during such naming ceremony is 
called PARTHIVAH, because it describes the mortal body of the child. During the 
sixth or eighth month of the new-born male child and fifth or seventh month of the 
female child, first specially cooked food is given to develop their speech potential in 

the desired manner (£# ^131 ddPci I TIT Ht 

pRTT S^d'HITcHIdMd'^ H). It is called ‘Annaprasanam ’. The 

word ‘Annam ’(3T3( 3f§rtftj here means not only food but whatever goes into our 
system. The heat principle necessary during such ceremony is called SUCHIH, which 
is associated with radiation (ddit: 3lRV|:). 

The word (Pt) in the Vedas is used for the source of the ever wandering 
radiations that originate along with the gluons (<HId I TiTfW cjjjjdl cjdjHI 

oTrf^T:| Rigveda 8.101.15). The cows and bullocks are also 
calledTfl, because they inherently have this wandering propensity (d^dl kj 
m ), are used for pulling carts (^ M d I ?! <H <HJ and gifting of cows is 

believed to uplift one’s soul (deldldlJ-MTHS-MJ-Q. ‘Godanam ’ does not only mean 
gifting away cows. It is also a process to get rid of unwanted radiation affecting a 

vy I v 

person (djd Tlddiusd). Since Sun contains short-wave, near-infrared (heat), and 
ultraviolet part of the electromagnetic spectrum that affect us differently, the heat 
principle connected to this process is called ‘SURYAH’. 

After one year and before 3 years, the hair of the child is cut using scissors 
(araiddd^'M ddlcMUidJ. Sharp razor is avoided. This ceremony is done 
according to family tradition and is called ‘Chudakaranam ’. Between 16 th and 
17 th year, the head and the beard is shaved. This is called ‘Keshantah ’(^RJlf^fcl ^ 
%3llo-rl). The razor is heated up and sharpened using normal fire (^<H|c|HoHicldl •••)• 
Hence, the heat principle associated with it is called the general AGNIH. 
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After the education is complete, when the student returns from the Gurukulam 
(Brahmacharyasramah) to enter the family life (Grihasthasramah), they give up their 
attire and settle their own fire place. Since, this fire is settled (3T T — < h? d I dt) and acts 
as the source for all other types of heat principles (converted into different types as 
per requirement), it is called VAISWANARAH (fclW3^I*jt Icl). In Vedic times, 

this was not normal fire, but a generator that could be used to supply necessary heat 
for different applications. For this purpose, Sankhayanabrahmanam-1.1 says: kcl": 

RlRrlcfi ai^nt^RT .... doH<H^cH, 

Marriages in Santana dharma is just not a legally or formally recognized 
union between a man and a woman as partners in a personal relationship. It is a union 
between two souls, who complement each other to lead life together to make life 
meaningful. Hence, a married couple is called ‘Dampatee’ joint owner of the house¬ 
hold. Together, they constitute one unit to carry out different responsibilities 

connected with the household. Hence, their union is called ‘Vivahah 
- sharing of special responsibility. For this, both the husband and the wife take a vow 
in front of the sacred fire, to accept each other totally and remain faithful to each other 
throughout life. For this fusion of souls, the fire is called ‘YOJAKAH’. It may be noted 
that fusion leads to release of energy. Hence, the couple fight with each other - not to 
separate, but only to remain united more closely. 

In our culture, the husband and wife are united for the first time on the 
4 th night after marriage. Before that, they are prohibited from even touching each 
other. This increases the eargemess for union and ignites the desire. Before their 
physical union, some rituals involving offering ghee in fire with recitation of 8 
mantras seeking blessings from Agnih is performed. For this reason, the heat principle 
associated with this is called ‘ SHIKHI which literally means glowing flame 
(Agnijwala) and also dream wl). After this, the husband recites a mantra 

telling the wife to forget all negative aspects related to her past. Then the husband 
offers special sweets (Stha/epakam) to the wife seeking their total union with 
life, breath, bones, flesh and skins, so that they become totally fused into one stable 
unity. For this reason, the heating principle is also called ‘DHRUTIH’. 

When the couple settle down with their own separate room and fire place, it is 
called ‘ Avasathyah ’(BfTfiTff^cT SfRTc^T fiT). With this fire they conduct 

their daily rituals. The fire associated with such process is called BHAVAH’. Since 
this fire is specially created for this purpose ffcl 3T, 3? +3HldJo) 

3FT), it is so called. 

After the sacrificial fire is set up, each couple is expected to perform five 
rituals (Devayajnah, Pitruyajnah, Manushyayajnah, Bhutayajnah, Brahmayajnah) to 
not only help keep the environment clean and hygienic, but also repay the debt 
of our ancestors and all forms of divinity, as well as self-development. These are 
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included in a ritual called ‘Vaiswadevah’. The fire associate with these rituals is 
called ‘ PAVAKAH because it not only purifies the environment, but also self. 

The heating principle AGNI is described in its three aspects in the Vedas 
(tjwTT^trr fcrf^cfr did<k: - Atharvaveda-18.4.11. They are: (1) the fire in the eastern 

side in a square pit -‘AHAVANEYAGNIH’, (2) the fire in the western side in a circular 
pit - ‘GARHAPATYAGNIH’, (3) the fire in the south-western side in a semicircular pit 
like D - ‘DAKSHINAGNIH’. respectively (Vdf 31 Rd^iciiciHd 31 H-i Fd I H 3 d I cd H d 

dl^Hc^T I dHd Sl^cu-ilcd'td'l 3Tt3TcfT.... Atharvaveda-18.4.9). 

‘GARHAPATYAGNIH’ is the normal fire continuously maintained in the household. 
This is called ‘BHOUMAH’ in Ayurveda, which is the latent heat in everything. Since 
this is the base (Pratistha) for other AGNIIl, it is called BRAHMA. The other two are 
generated through special processes. The first -AHAVANEYANIH’, is 
called ‘ Jatharam ’ (3Tdrr or‘Jatharah’ (oTFTtT fiT 

TliFdPdicI) in Ayurveda, which is used in chemical reactions. This is radioactive. 

Hence, it is called Rudra (Eswarah), because of its destructive potential 
(Ghoratanuh). The third DA KSf I IN A GNI //is called ‘DIVYAIT in Ayurveda. After 
certain point, AHAVANEYAGNIH reverses the direction as in the proton-neutron 
conversion. Then it is called Nutana Garhapatyah and the earlier Garhapatyah is 
called ‘ Purana Garhapatyah ’. Since it helps in producing molecules in different 
combinations to sustain everything, it is called ‘VISHNUH’. During ‘Agnihotra’ , all 

three types of heat (^ 41S d d F:) are used. 

The process of controlled reaction in a designated field by introduction, 
control and extinction of necessary ingredients is called ‘Homah’. 

I). One variety 

of ''Homah ’ is called Lakshahomah, where parts of the primordial heat is invoked 
(fto: 1 TcPT: F^Fcd d 11 W ^1). The heat principle associated with it is 

called ‘VANHIH’ because it not only carries these types of heat for nuclear reactions 
(derffT fcRfcT 6 c d ^dTStf^rfcT), but also helps in their interaction olld^dTi: Tlcf 

cfto-tHI'H: <t->'d'HTd2JTI ?ll c H u l>'c|c| r |^ u l?^<H6ls|(H:|). In a bigger variety 

of Homah called ‘ Kotihomah the associated heat principle is 

called ‘HUTASHANAH’ because of its overreach (£dfy 3Hgdd c d<fi 3T?ld<HTd). 

For rectification of some defects, the action taken is called ‘Prayaschittam It 
is not only mental repentance, but also includes some physical operations to satisfy 
the mental state (STRT RTT clT^T f^TtiRHTI ^IccPT: 

idRld fiB'ddd^lTr qpr HT^Rfiflirr ^KlcTcclc^ffl*: 9ddccdlddl^cdl^d 

y I^RfJcd'H I). Since all actions are associated with heat, and since different actions 
have to be performed to rectify different mistakes, the heat principle to be used in 
each case will be different according to the necessity. Since it has to follow the 
prescribed procedure in each case, the different heating principles are commonly 

named ‘Vidhih ’ which literally means the prescribed procedure. 
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The word ‘Yajnah ’ is generally misunderstood and treated as a synonym 
for ‘Homah’, which is wrong. ‘Yajnah’means a chemical reaction with necessary 

ingredients to produce the desired result (^Tof ^H^o1ITIS d l[rl c h't IJ lc;j_aj^). Yajnah has 
two different categories: Somayajnah and Chayanayajnah. Of these, Somayajnah 
has three categories: TTCHTTc^TT Tl u d'^HI c t)'it<7li: ^fcR^TT: -d^dd^^fclSlfrr: 

(Gopathabrahmanam-5- 25) - there are 7 types of ‘Sutyah ’, 7 types of Pakayajnah, 
and 7 types of Haviryajnah. 

The word ‘ DevafY in Vedas is used for five different purposes. In some cases, 
it is used for the constituent quantum particles of the universe, as in R) -A 

(Rig. 1-115-1), d<~Hf£ r q t H(Rig.l-115-4)| 

t^ittt arNtfi: ... Tcj- RdRi crc^ (s.v. 604) i TiP'daiRiKd-Hii 

3i 16d<d 16‘HRHo-'ii'lc+>i: (Rig. 5-45-15) I Rl^ll ^H^H^T^rr #in 

ftd^SJnTlRik 6 -69-8) etc. In other cases, it may mean the self-luminous bodies, as 
in TlPdoj : Hid c t>Rl c t>l: oT§TT |, °T§TT <H d I^<H R-d I, 311^1 

^^HR|:y2f3TcHliJ<HH:, etc. 

Here, the word cf^T: stand for quantum particles that always interact with each 

other. The word 6^ stands for interaction (^qHIdJddl: IdfT^T^T ^c^l%). Thus, the 

carrier force that induces interaction between quantum particles is 
called HA VYA VAHANAH. 

Agni responsible for good health or wealth is BALADAH, to involve in 
undesirable deeds is KRODHAH, possessive nature is KAMADAH, forest fires is 
DUTAKAH, digestion of food in stomach is JATHARAH. Agni used in last rites is 
KRAVYAH, found in ocean is VADAVAH, and agni causing total destruction 
(PRALA YA) is called SAMVARTAKAH. 

TO SUMMARIZE: 

Agnis with different characteristics are invoked using different names 
depending on samskara karma (TTFTtK^R) being performed. Various forms of Agnis 

are described here with their usefulness in karmas and their benefits, just like a 
particular thing in society is used in different forms by people with different habits. 
Also, like a single man assuming the charge of a son, brother, husband, father and in 
laws. This is just an attempt to give an insight to the various forms of AGNIs with 
their usage and benefits, as described in Vedas. 



